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Dr. Shannon Jeffreys, Conductor

Dr. Shannon Jeffreys is Professor of Music and Director of Choral Activities at
Georgia Southern University in Statesboro, Georgia. Her focus is the Southern
Chorale, teaching in the undergraduate and graduate conducting and music education
curriculums, along with directing Southern Gentlemen. Dr. Jeffreys has led these
choirs in six international choral competitions and two national competitions where
the choirs won significant awards. Most recently, Southern. Chorale won both of their
categories in the 2022 Sing Berlin International Choral Competition. In 2019, she
received the Conductor’s Award from the Ave Verum International Choral

Competition in Baden, Austria. Choirs under her direction have also been featured at multiple state and national
conferences, most recently performing at the National Collegiate Choral Organization’s National Conference.
Dr. Jeffreys maintains an active schedule as a presenter, adjudicator, lecturer, and guest conductor from
secondary to collegiate institutions throughout the United States. She serves as an international choral
adjudicator with Meeting Music and recently published in ACDA’s ChorTeach.

Before coming to Georgia Southern, Jeffreys served as Director of Vocal Studies at Erskine College and
Theological Seminary. She holds degrees in music performance and conducting from Birmingham Southern
College, the University of Mississippi, and the University of South Carolina.

Debra Terning, Accompanist

Debra Terning maintains an active schedule collaborating with private studios,
schools, churches, and community ensembles in the Atlanta area. She accompanies
several local middle and high schools in both their choral and musical theatre
productions. Originally from Minnesota, she received a bachelor's degree from the
University of Northwestern (St. Paul) and a Master’s degree from the University of
lowa. She has served as staff accompanist at Bethel, Brenau and Reinhardt

W § Universities, accompanies the Johns Creek Chorale, and performs with the Johns

Creek Symphony Orchestra. Her favorite collaborations, though, are with her two
adult children who are also musicians.
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Dr. Deanna Joseph, Conductor

Dr. Deanna Joseph is Professor of Music and Director of Choral Activities at the
Georgia State University School of Music where she conducts the University Singers
and leads the master’s program in choral conducting. A recent review of her work
states, “[t]he choir sings with great musicality, excellent intonation, clear diction, and a
healthy and beautiful pallet of tone colors...” (The Choral Scholar).

Deanna Joseph holds conducting degrees from the Eastman School of Music. She is
the founder and co-artistic director of the Atlanta Summer Conducting Institute, a
conducting master class that draws conductors from across the country.

Mason Copeland, Accompanist

Mason Copeland is the Director of Choirs at Northview High School in Johns Creek,
Georgia, where he has built a strong culture of choral excellence and more than
doubled the student population in the choral program since arriving in 2016. Mason
was recently announced as the 2023 Teacher of the Year. Under Mason’s direction, the
choirs at Northview receive Superior ratings at festivals. In addition to his teaching
position, Mason also serves as the Music Associate and Organist at Central
Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, Georgia where he plays organ and piano, accompanies
multiple choirs, and directs the handbell choir.

Mason has extensive experience as both a pianist and organist. He is often invited to
collaborate with many area schools, arts organizations, and churches throughout the greater Atlanta area.

Mason has performed organ recitals throughout the Midwest and Southeast and placed first in the Regional
Competition for Young Organists hosted by the Indianapolis chapter of the AGO.

Mason is an alumnus of Indiana University (IU) Jacobs School of Music, with a dual Master’s degree in choral
conducting and organ performance. There, he studied choral conducting with Dominick DiOrio, and organ with
Janette Fishell. During his time at 1U, Mason was awarded an Associate Instructor position in the choral
department and a Graduate Assistantship in the organ department. Prior to attending 1U, Mason received formal
training at Interlochen Arts Academy in Michigan where he studied with Thomas Bara.
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